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At the Annual General Meeting in 2016, it was agreed:

“That Woodcraft Folk will proactively support vulnerable 
communities by targeting children from these communities for 
recruitment. This contributed to our commitment in our Bigger 

and Better plan to ‘reach out to new communities’.
 

Woodcraft Folk will set up a working group reporting to 
General Council for this purpose. This group will collate and 
create resources for groups to tackle discrimination and build 

inclusive groups. This group will host an on-line forum for 
members to share challenges and successes, support each 

other and develop good practice.
 

Each group and district will be required to plan how they will 
increase engagement from vulnerable communities.”

Since then the following has happened:
 
• Widening Participation Facebook group established to share 

good practice 
• Input into the New Leader Handbook
• Newham District produced a widening participation film which 

was circulated to the membership 
• A Widening Participation report of case studies was shared 

with groups Autumn 2017
• All groups were asked to report on their progress of widening 

participation as part of the 2018 group registration process
• Development Conference 2018 had an increasing and 

widening participation theme
• Woodcraft Folk’s Strategic Plan 2018-2025 prioritises 

increasing and widening participation

This document brings together the examples of good practice 
shared as part of the group registration process in 2018 and 
inspiration for taking forward your own widening participation 
activities.

Resources to Support Widening Participation

Here are 5 resources to help you with your own widening 
participation activities:

1. Take a look at the case studies overleaf for inspiration. If you 
want to find out more, you can find contact details for each 
district by searching for them at: woodcraft.org.uk/where

2. You can find a range of schools outreach guidance on the 
website at: woodcraft.org.uk/resources/schools-
outreach-guidance

3. Woodcraft Folk seeks to be open and inclusive to all with 
many groups making slight adjustments to include children 
with additional needs. For more information watch one of 
our webinars on inclusion: woodcraft.org.uk/resources/
inclusion-webinars

4. Find out more about using social media to support widening 
participation at the ‘Digital Tools for Growth’ webinar on 
Monday 10th December 2018 or watch back later. 

5. To make your group more visible in your local community, 
you can also make use of the new publicity material. To order 
copies please email: billie-jo.brown@woodcraft.org.uk



Being Visible

As a district, Sheffield Porter and Don District have been working 
hard on recruiting new members. They have been using Facebook 
to promote Woodcraft Folk around the city by sharing information 
to a wide range of groups: from geographically based groups set 
up for particular neighbourhoods to more special interest groups 
that align with Woodcraft Folk values.  The district have also run 
activities at a range of community events including the Peace in 
the Park festival, Commons Fayre and the Friends of Porter Valley 
Christmas Fayre. 

In November and December last year, Glasgow Kelvingrove District 
attended several Christmas Fayres at local schools and another 
one at a community green space. At the events they lead craft 
activities, handed out flyers about the group and took contact 
details of families who were interested in joining their groups. All 
of those who expressed an interest were then invited to attend on 
open group night session at the start of the new term in January.
 
Other examples of being visible include:
• In Machynlleth and Colne Valley Districts, posters have been 

displayed in schools, libraries and local areas. Lowestoft District 
set up a display in their local library.

• Across the UK, Districts are using Facebook and other social 
media platforms.

• Many groups have attended school and community fairs 
including those from Bristol, Luton, Stirling, Dyfrdwy, Reading 
and Edinburgh Districts. Helston

• District ran craft activities at a local apple day which was 
attended by around 2500 people.

• Many districts, including Waltham Forest and Glasgow, printed 
and handed out flyers.

• Bradford District have been proactive at attending 
demonstrations and lobbies.

• Other districts, including Peterborough, St Neots, Leeds and 
Greater Farnham have got coverage in their local papers 
through press releases or free adverts.

Working with Refugees
 
Many Woodcraft Folk groups are undertaking activity to Welcome Refugees. Leicestershire Districts has been working in partnership with the 
British Red Cross to put on a regular programme of events for local refugee families including:
• Picnic in the park
• Summer fun at Rutland Water
• Outdoor adventure day for teenagers in response to their request for such an activity
 
The events take place once a quarter and involve refugee families receiving support from the British Red Cross and families from Leicestershire 
Woodcraft Folk groups. British Red Cross provide support with translation and all bring along food to share. In the run up to events members 
of the local Woodcraft Folk group make goodie bags for the refugee families - postcards with messages of friendship, information about local 
groups and events.

Other examples of working with refugees include:
• Camden organised a day camp for local refugee families
• Birmingham are working with the Children’s Society to engage unaccompanied children
• Cheltenham District organised a games evening and supper

Working with Schools

To support the setting up of new Pioneer groups in Peterborough, 
Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, volunteers and Development 
Officers have approached local schools. They made use of an 
appetite amongst primary schools to offer fun and different 
activities for Year 6 children in particular during the last few weeks 
of the summer term. Teachers were given a choice of possible 
session themes and activities including nature art collages, den 
building, co-operative games, and junk marble run challenges. 
Where possible an assembly was also delivered to children in all 
year groups and leaflets were distributed inviting children to taster 
sessions and group nights.

Oxford District had very low group numbers and so decided they 
needed to take action to help them to grow. They ran stalls at a 
range of schools to reach out into areas that previously haven’t 
had high levels participation and introduce Woodcraft Folk to 
new communities. Through these stalls, alongside getting in a 
school newsletter and delivering an assembly they’ve managed to 
increase their group membership up to a sustainable level.
 
Other examples of working with schools include:
• For the second year, Newham District has run an overnight 

camping experience for students from a local school. This year 
they gave 35 new young people the chance to experience 
Woodcraft Folk activities at an overnight event run during the 
school’s activity week.

• Brighton Central & Hove Districts are supporting child led 
widening participation, with group members taking co-
operative games into the playground.

• Amongst others, Leeds, Clapham and Kennington Districts 
have delivered school assemblies and Hackney has distributed 
leaflets through schools.

• Southwark District take direct referrals from the School Special
• Education Needs Co-ordinator and Inclusion Officer for children 

from disadvantaged backgrounds.
• Other districts, such as East Mendip, have promoted their 

groups through local school newsletters.


