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LITTLE BROTHER
WANTS TO KNOW !

A Pow-wow for Boys
and Girls on Pioneering

FoLK PAMPHLET No, 1 Tairp EDITION - 2D.
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An investigation using archive material for 10-15 year olds
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THE PILONEER PAGE SEVEN
THE WOODCRAFT FOLK STAND FOR

CO-OPERATION

How MANY of you have been asked: " Do the Woodcrafe Folk teach Co-
operation? " or “"What is the connection between the Woodcraft Tolk and the
Co-operative Movement? " This article tries to answer these questions.

Co-operation means " working together.” The group of workers in Roch-
dale who were the pioneers of the Co-operative Movement, spent their money
co-operatively. As Little Otter explains in the Green Company (page 140},
they bought goods in bulk and sold them among themselves and shared the
profits. They realised the truth of what Robert Owen and others have taugh,
that all men are of one brotherhood, and if they like to combine to serve each
other poverty and war can be overcome.

The Woodcraft Folk teach this " working together ” in a practical way—
firstly, at camp. A Woodcraft Folk camp is a small co-operative commonwealth
where the principle of " to each according to his needs, from each according
to his ability " works smoothly and naturally. The Pioneers take their part in
the camp moot which governs the camp, as well as such work as preparing the
meals, and when they are capable they are put ifi charge of camp cleanliness,
calling announcements, or some other camp routine. Pioneer boys and girls,
Kinsmen and Kinswomen, all work harmoniously together for the good of the
camp, and the result is the nearest approach to a perfect co-operative common-
wealth that can be reached in a capitalist society. How much better would the
Co-opcrative Movement be to-day if some of the professing co-operators we
know had had some such practical co-operative experience as this,

Then in our handicraft work we again practise co-operation in a very true
sense. We agree to make, say, a banner. One of us provides the idea, another
works out the design, others cut out or make the different parts, others em-
breider it, then it is put together. No one is expected to do what he or she
can't do, but each is encouraged to have a good try.

When we have learned about the "mysteries of nature and the history of the
world,” we start to study modern life and problems, and with this comes the
study of the history of the Co-operative Movement, its position in the world to-
day, and how it might help in bringing about a co-operative commonwealth.

Now as to our connection with the Co-operative Movement. We asc
rccognised by the Co-operative Union. In most areas our groups run as part
of the local Co-operative Society's education scheme. The guildz have helped
us considerably. Some Socicties pay for our meeting places, others give grants;
some give both and more besides to the local groups, but they do not exercise
any direct control. The Folk is self-governing. Its leaders have worked ou:
the woodcraft method and rightly feel chat the Folk can best control the work-
ings of that method. Besides this, the Folk does not wish to tie itself to any
particular working class organisation, but is willing to run groups under the
ausEices of any sympathetic socialist or pacifist movement. In this way, the
Folk's growth depends on how far we can convince people of the value of our
method, and in this we have done well so far. ;

We take our part in Jocal Co-operative activities and support the Stores;

but our chief part in the Co-operative Movement is the providing.of a growing

body of young people, trained and keen in body and mind, who will strive for
the building up of the Co-operative Commonwealth. Toneers, this is your goal!

; HﬂORY An investigation using archive material for 10-15 year olds
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A JOURNAL FOR YOUTH LEADERS AND PARENTS

300 Folk members turned out to commemorate the
Mass Trespass on Kinder Scout, which marked a
significant advance in the battle for access to our

country’s mountains and moorlands

Trespass
celebrated!

AT DERBY Assizes, in 1932, five men
were sentenced to prison for a total of
seventeen months, for a crime they, along
with hundreds of others, had committed

Artist’s drawing of the memorial Pla.que which
now graces the quarry at Hayfield.

May Day
— page 4.5
Diary of a Group
Leader
— page 6,7
Annual Delegate
Conference report
— page 8
Unemployed young
people at
Lockerbrook
— page 9

Your letters
— page 10,11

Reservoir. Amongst them is Basil

some weeks earlier.

Trespass.

A few of them gathered
again, this time with
thousands of other ram-
blers, at the scene of
their crime, to celebrate
its 50th anniversary this
April.

Amongst the original
party, who defied the
landowners and game-
keepers in their fight
for the right to walk
freely on our open
countryside and moor-
lands, were several

former

Benny Rothman addresses the thousands gathered
in the quarry for the opening of the celebrations

before retracing the steps

he took, in 1932, up

the steep ascent to Kinder Plateou.

Their offence:

Woodcraft Folk mem-
bers.

And at the recent cele-
bration the Folk was
well represented again
with a sea of green
shirts In the quarry
where the original
ramblers had met on the

many years,
rambling clubs, up and
down the country, had
campaigned for the
right of access to uncul-

1932 Trespassers, posing for photographs before tM. chmb pa.st Kinder

ident of the

Woodcraft Folk.

tivated land. Bills had
been sponsored, unsucc-
essfully, in Parliament
and the Ramblers Asso-
ciation had tried to
negotiate with the land-
owners.

To many, the only sol-
ution was to ignore the
‘No Road’ and ‘Private’
signs and altercations
with keepers on the
moors were commeon. In
1932 the Workers Sports
Federation called a ‘"‘Mass
Trespass' on the grouse
moors of Kinder Scout,
in the Peak district.

‘The 600 or so ramblers
who turned up were
met by a barrage
of policemen but
Continued on page 2...

Peter West takes the
opportunity of a bit of
publicity for the Folk.
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